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10/31/2025 3:34 PM
25CV59078

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR CROOK COUNTY
) 25CV59078
WESTERN MEDIA GROUP, LLC, ) Case No.
@/b/a PRINEVILLE REVIEW, an 3 COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY
Oregon domestic limited liability company, ) AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF
. )
Plaintiff, ) (Oregon Public Records Act - ORS 192)
)
v. ) CLAIM NOT SUBJECT TO MANDATORY
) ARBITRATION
OCHOCO WEST WATER & ) . .
SANITARY AUTHORITY, g Expedited Review Per ORS 192.431(2)
)
Defendant. )
)

COMES NOW, Western Media Group, LLC (“Plaintiff”’), who hereby alleges:
PARTIES AND VENUE

1.
Plaintiff is and has been, at all times relevant to this claim, a domestic limited liability
company registered under the laws of the State of Oregon. The Prineville Review is the name of
a general interest news publication which is also a registered assumed business name for Western

Media Group.
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2.

Defendant Ochoco West Water & Sanitary Authority (“OWWSA?”) is, and has been, at
all times relevant to this claim, a local government public body within Crook County, State of
Oregon.

3.

Venue is appropriate in this Court pursuant to ORS 192.415(1)(b), as the public body at

issue on this case is located in Crook County, Oregon.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

4.

As part of its regular business activities, The Prineville Review engages in investigative
reporting on matters involving government and local public bodies in Crook County. This
includes seeking public records in response to recent public controversies as here with the public
records request at issue in this matter as described in the paragraph below.

5.

On July 21, 2025, Plaintiff submitted a public records request (“PRR”), pursuant to the
Oregon Public Records Act (ORS 192.324), via email, to the public records officer of OWWSA
seeking:

1. A copy of the recently terminated agreement with the organization and individuals
involving the “Ochoco West Horse Coop” or Rikki Johnson, from 2024 to the
present. Also include any newly executed agreements or interim agreements or
documents of understanding, as well as proposed agreements (even if currently under
draft or not).

2. A copy of the communications from the OWWSA Board Chair to members of the
OWWSA Board, including text messages, emails, etc. regarding the scheduling and

agenda for all meetings for May, June, and July of 2025.
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6.

On August 12, 2025, having received no response from OWWSA,! Plaintiff filed a
Petition for Review of Public Request Denial to the Crook County District Attorney, Kari
Hathorn, pursuant to ORS 192.407 and 192.415.

7.

On August 19, 2025, Ms. Hathorn issued an Order requiring OWWSA to provide the
public records in OWWSA'’s custody and control that are responsive to the Plaintiff’s July 21,
2025, public records request (“Order”).

8.

On August 19, 2025, OWWSA provided some records to Plaintiff that failed to fully

comply with the Order requiring production of all responsive documents.
9.

On August 19, 2025, Plaintiff responded to Defendant’s incomplete production of public
records describing the deficiencies with the records produced, which involved incomplete
production under both #1 and #2 of the initial PRR.

10.

On August 20, 2025, OWWSA produced additional public records pursuant to the initial
PRR, which sufficiently addressed the described deficiency with #1, but failed to fully provide
all of the public records requested under #2.

11.

On August 20, 2025, Plaintiff again described the remaining deficient production with

respect to #2, specifically communications regarding OWWSA Board meetings from July of

2025 including other likely emails responsive to the PRR. See, e.g.,

! Pursuant to ORS 192.324(2), 192.329(5), and 192.407(1)(a), the failure by OWWSA to
respond to the request within fifteen (15) days is treated as a denial to produce.

Page 3 — COMPLAINT

CHARLES W. WOODWARD, IV
1165 Pearl St., Ste. 101
Eugene, Oregon 97401

(971) 206-4384



o 0 N N M AR W

N N N N N N N N e e e e e e e ek e
NN A WN = o oSN R W= o

https://www.owwsa.org/owwsa-board-meetings; https://www.owwsa.org/owwsa-special-board-

meeting; https://www.owwsa.org/calendar (demonstrating Board meetings were held on July 1 and

July 8, 2025 which were not addressed in OWWSA’s production).
12.

On August 27, 2025, Defendant responded to Plaintiff’s repeated requests for full and
complete production of the remaining public records through email that: “We are working on
gathering the public records you have requested. We are waiting for legal counsel to review
some of the records you have requested. Our legal counsel is out of the office until next week,
but we are continuing to gather information for all of your public records requests.”

13.
At no time did OWWSA issue a notice of intent to institute proceedings pursuant to
ORS 192.411(2).2
14.
To date, OWWSA has failed to provide any text messages pursuant to the PRR.
15.
To date, OWWSA has failed to provide all non-exempt public records responsive to

Plaintiff’s July 21, 2025, public records request.

2 Pursuant to ORS 192.415(1), the provisions in ORS 192.411 prescribing actions for the
Attorney General in public records request cases apply to the District Attorney (in the County
where the administrative offices of the public body are located) for cases involving the public
records of a public body other than a state agency as here.
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FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

(Oregon Public Records Act Violations — ORS 192.411, 192.415, 192.431)

16.

Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporates by reference all the allegations set forth in the
preceding paragraphs listed above.

17.

Pursuant to ORS 192.411(2),? Defendant had seven (7) days from the District Attorney’s
Order to produce “in full” the responsive records requested or provide notice of the intent to
institute proceedings with the Crook County Court for injunctive or declaratory relief.

18.

OWWSA did not provide notice of intent to institute proceedings pursuant to

ORS 192.411(2) within seven (7) days of the District Attorney’s Order.
19.

To date, OWSSA has failed to produce all “communications from the OWWSA Board
Chair to members of the OWWSA Board, including text messages, emails, etc. regarding the
scheduling and agenda for all meetings for May, June, and July of 2025,” leaving OWWSA in
violation of ORS 192.411(2).

20.

Pursuant to ORS 192.431(1), this Court has the authority to enjoin OWWSA from
continuing to withhold records and to order the production of the improperly withheld public
records.

21.
Pursuant to ORS 192.431(3), as Defendant has failed to comply with the District

Attorney’s Order in full within seven (7) days of the Order and failed to provide notice of an

3 See supra, fn. 2.
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intent institute proceedings within seven (7) days, Plaintiff is entitled to be awarded their costs,
disbursements, and reasonable attorney fees for this action, regardless of the prevailing party.

% sk ok sk ok sk ok
WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against Defendants as follows:

1. For an injunction and order as to Defendant’s improper withholding of records responsive
to Plaintiff’s July 21, 2025, public records request, directing the disclosure of all non-
exempt responsive records;

2. For recovery of Plaintiff’s costs of litigation, disbursements, and reasonable attorney fees
pursuant to ORS 192.431(3); and,

3. Such additional relief as the Court may deem just, equitable, and appropriate.

DATED this 31st day of October 2025.

/s/ Charles W. Woodward, IV

Charles W. Woodward, IV, OSB No. 165001
Attorney for Plaintiff

1165 Pearl St., Ste. 101

Eugene, OR 97401

(971) 206-4384

cwwoodwardiv@gmail.com
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